Schistocytosis, haemolytic anaemia and thrombocyt-openia were also present in some of the 45 patients with ARF following snake bite reported from northern India and in some of whom the Russell's viper was implicated [6] . The HUS can also occur following bites by other snakes. These include Pseudonaja (Demansia) textilis tex-tilis [7] Demansia nuchalis nuchalis or Demansia nuchalis affinis [8] from Australia, and the South African booms-lang, Dispholidus typus [9] . Intravascular coagulation is considered to be the cause of ARF in this condition on the basis of ultrastruc-tural findings [4, 5] , and because of the known coagulant properties of Russell's viper venom [10] . The resultant vascular obstruction and ischaemia would cause acute renal tubular necrosis or cortical necrosis depending upon its severity. Intravascular coagulation would also result in a consumption coagulopathy with platelet depletion and fibrin strands in small blood vessels, which would fragment erythrocytes, thus producing the triad of HUS. 90 Date/Pulimood/Jacob/Kirubakaran/Shastry
